sarles Holbrook Library 


«eific School of Religion 
"98 Scenic Avee 
rkeley, Californiage 


cial Questions 
Bulletin. 


The Methodist Federation for-Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 
the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, from the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
i with social-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives,. the 
Federation does not commit its members to any specific program, but 
remains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 
by democratic decisions, not by violence. 
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nristmastide in America is traditionally a time when Amer- 
wvho prize individual liberty as a key possession, speak out 
ascience on behalf of prisoners or mercy or both. It is a 
swhen, in the past, Presidents imbued or in love with our 
pus libertarian heritage, haye commuted such sentences 


fully. 


1 of this is appropriate. For Christmas is not really about 
ercially exploited tinsel and Santa Claus. It is about justice 
mercy and love. It is most of all about Jesus, in whom those 
ties of the eternal God came to earth in the fullness of time, 
welt among us incarnate and humanized. 


@e know nothing of Christmas who ignore Jesus, and the 
2 and mercy and love, he demanded for every man. Jesus 
t that the life of one person is more precious and of greater 
quence than all the material possessions of an entire world. 
God Jesus knew and proclaimed as Father was one whose 
was that not one of the least of his children, the persons of 
, should perish. 


’e should, Jesus held, visit the sick and imprisoned in their 
ition. By whether or how we do so, Jesus taught, our lives 
‘those of the nations) would be judged. To visit or speak for 
ers is to visit or speak for him: “As you did it to one of the 
‘of these my brethren, you did it to me.” As this Bulletin’s 

page masthead shows, MFSA fosters “social action in the 

of Jesus,” who demands love, or justice and mercy, for 
- individual and for every prisoner. 


‘his brings us to the case of Morton Sobell in’ the Atlanta 
ral penitentiary, of whom his wife writes: “Morton went 
prison when he was 33 years old. Today he is 42.” He is 
ag a thirty year prison sentence.. Was the trial fair? Was 
entence just, merciful, loving? 


ome statements by careful students of the case, give us 
2. One comes from the Nobel prize atomic scientist, Harold 
Mrey: 

‘On reading through the record of the trial again I am astounded 
how little there was about Sobell in the trial. You cannot tell what 
» is even supposed to have done. There is no question but that Morton 
bell should have a new trial. 


Vrites Benjamin Ginzburg, Former Research Director for the 
. Senate Subcommittee of Constitutional Rights: 

At the Rosenberg-Sobell trial the ideological passions were even 
‘eater than those which prevailed at the Hiss trial. If by nothing else, 
‘is clearly demonstrated by the conduct of the trial judge in meting 
death sentences in time of peace to the two principals convicted 
onage, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, and by the conduct of the 
‘courts in declining to review the evidence or mitigate the 


ne Court Justice Hugo Black confirmed the Ginzburg 
as applied to our highest court, by stating: __ 
- has r reviewed this record and has never affirmed the 


wl 


fides: himself; | 4 ee 
poeta hin. If, « 1 tenci : Sobell, bated: 

ce in the ats any activity on your part 
hhas steadily affirmed his innocence, though 
sometimes are advantageous. On this point, 
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Christmas and the Case of Morton Sobel]. 


the Vancouver Sun columnist, Jack Scott, writes: 


Sobell has continued to protest his’ innocence, although confession, 
whether true or false, would lighten -his staggering sentence... I hap- 
pened to be reading a booklet on the witchcraft trials in Salem, Massa- 
chusetts, in the summer and fall of 1692, when I came across the Sobell 
file.--One paragraph tells of 15 women and six men hanged, as witches 
and concludes, ‘Fifty persons confessed and were freed.’ The compar- 
ison with the Rosenberg-Sobell case is unavoidable. 


Sobell’s own statement bears Scott out: 

We'll go back to court again to prove my innocence . .. I will not 
give up hope of retuming to. my family and working once again as a 
scientist. My dream is to put my. scientific knowledge to use in the 
medical field to aid the blind, the crippled and the deaf, 


But since knowing another’s motive is difficult and some reader 
might think the real motive would be to help the Russians, we 
simply ask: Is there any one still left among us who really thinks 
U. S. national security is: endangered by secrets an American 
can give the Russians who have been sending a photo-taking 
satellite around the moon? 


Was the pre-trial arrest and treatment of Morton Sobell in 
keeping with cherished traditional American due process? Con- 
sider this statement from Carleton Beals, historian and: former 
consultant to the U. S. government on Mexican affairs: 

Morton Sobel] was kidnapped with the connivance of U. S. Federal 
agents, was brutally beaten until unconscious, taken to the border in 
violation of Mexican and U. S. laws and treaties. He was spirited across 
the border in the dead of night, his abductors being joined by pre- 
arrangement by a Federal marshal. His entire family was similarly 
kidnapped... . No oral, material or even remotely. circumstantial evi- 
dence was ever presented in court to warrant his conviction. 


A group of religious and law professors, self-styled “convinced 
anti-communists” and led by Reinhold Niebuhr, Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary Vice-President and Professor of Ethics and Theo- 
logy, recently asked President Eisenhower for “commutation of 
the very heavy sentence Sobell is now serving,” for these reasons: _ 

(1) Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage for which the 
Rosenbergs were convicted. (2) The charges against Sobell, supported 
mainly by the testimony of one man, Max Elitcher, were that. he had 
solicited information, and had on one occasion taken something which 
looked like a can of film to Julius Rosenberg. No specific: item of 
information supposed to have been transmitted by him to any one else 
is specified in the record. The case against him, therefore, is vague 
in content and slender in proof. (3) Whether or not the judge and pros- 
ecution made sufficient efforts to provide a fair trial, we ought to 
recognize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the Rosenbergs 
and the fact that Sobell’s case was tried with theirs made it difficult to 
separate the two cases and to recognize the very different character 
of the two charges and. the evidence introduced to support them. res- 
pectively. (4) Sobell has already served, with good conduct, nearly 
eight years in prison. 


The group concluded that attack on America’s 
Freedom without or within must be resisted. Nevertheless, one of the 
factors which makes that freedom so precious is its capacity to practice 
a discipline and humane administration. of justice precisely in those 
cases where emotions are aroused which make it difficult to remain . 
objective about the merits of a specific case. We believe a commutation 
of the Sobell sentence would demonstrate our national faith in that 


freedom. — 


_ The Christian Century, impressed and convinced by the above 
statement, expressed itself editorially: Mr x a 
We agree and add our voice to. their _petition for justice with mercy. 


Not surprising is the editorial plea of the Catholic Worker, 
long a champion of liberty: 


Catholics are obliged to regard Morton Sobell as belonging to the soul 
of the Church, although not a member of the body. Therefore he is 
our brother, and we can no more exclude him from our love than 
Christ does from His. And what has happened to him can happen to 
any of us, depending on which way the winds of the next national 
hysteria blow. 


Morton Sobell’s Alcatraz prison chaplain, Rev, Peter Mc- 
Cormack, Presbyterian, became convinced of Sobell’s innocence, 
and joined the fight for his freedom: 

Many a time a man may act, as we say, ‘out of character’—but to know 

Morton, you cannot charge him with that. Falsely accused, cruelly 

treated, sentenced on the testimony of a self-confessed perjurer, this man 

of fine character and brilliant mind still suffers within prison walls .. . 

I feel satisfied in my own mind, that Morton is innocent, a victim of 

perjury politics and prejudice. So there is a sense of urgency im- 

pelling me to ‘speak what I do know and testify of the things I have 

seen.’ 


Our friend, Dr. Paul Lehmann of the Harvard Divinity School 
describes the imprisoned Morton Sobell as a “Symbol of the 
Christian’s Concern for Justice,” and writes: 

In the actual exercise of justice, human societies not infrequently sub- 

ordinate the claims of jurtice to the interests of power, and from time 

to time . . the destructive impulses and capacities of men, their 
hatreds and their fears, become compounded with irrational, deep and 
widespread insecurity, so that the very procedures and structures of 
justice become the instruments of the miscarriage of justice . . . Morton 

Sobell was sentenced to prison for a 30-year term in 1951. First in 

Aleatraz, and then in Atlanta, symbols of American punitive power at 

its worst, Sobell has been serving his sentence amidst rising doubt in 

the body politic of the United States about the evidence upon which 

_he was actually convicted . . . These doubts lift the case above the level 
whereby injustice can be legally redressed and transfer it to a level of 
symbolic significance of the sanity, stability and integrity of the common 
life in the United States, 


Dr. Lehmann proceeds to apply the doctrine of Incarnation, 
central in the Christmas story: 

Whether Sobell is a Christian I do not know. It does not matter. Christ 

died not for Christians only—but for the ungodly, that is, for all men. 

As God in Christ makes no conditions for forgiving men their sins and 

including them in fellowship with Him, so Christians make no conditions 

for their obedient concern for all sorts and conditions of men. The 

| Christian doctrines of the Incarnation and Atonement mean nothing so 

- much as that God as revealed in Christ is active and at work on the 

frontiers. of man’s humanity to man . . . Morton Sobell is the next- 

_ door neighbor who confronts (us as Christians) out of a great silence 

with the question of integrity and of (our) obedience to what God is 

_ doing in the world.—I can: imagine groups spending a series of even- 

_ ings in fruitful discussion of Professor Sharp’s book (Law Professor Mal- 

colm Sharp’s Was Justice Done? with introduction by Dr. Harold C: 

Urey, analysis of the Rosenberg-Sobell trial and case) and going on from 

there as the discussion pointed ‘the: ‘way. In some such way as this, in- 

_ telligence, information, and conviction could be brought to bear upon 

one concrete issue. of. justice. in our presént society, and some glimpse 

ie be gained of what it _to live not in, ceorlly, but in the freedom 


“We agree with ae Gppeat of Servier Homnincae a euteae 
of MFSAers, directed to the President, and asking him, in the 
name of mercy, to use his “great office to urge a new trial for 
Morton Sobell, or grant him clemency by commutation of his 
sentence.” We are not experts on the case of Morton Sobell. 
But we believe our nation; and its libertarian reputation, can 
“only gain es the Sees either commutes Morton Sobell’s ee 
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and hard sentence, or grants him the privilege of a new trial 
It would be an app 
We join 


today’s more dispassionate atmosphere. 
priate Christmas act of justice, mercy, and love. 
urging that course on President Eisenhower and suggest tk 
you, by letter, do the same.—J.R.M. 


OREGON MFSA HOLDS SUCCESSFUL 


ANNUAL PEACE WORKSHOP 


The third annual Peace Workshop of the Oregon Chapt 
of the Methodist Federation for Social Action closed a successf 
two day conference at the Washington Hotel in downtown Po 
land Sunday .afternoon, October 25th with reports from the fi 
commissions being presented for adoption. 


The commission on civil liberties, Mr. John Caughlan, Seat 
attorney, Chairman, declared in part: “The urgency of the pro 
lem of peace in an age when Man has achieved the mastery 
weapons of annihilation requires a new dedication to the bas 
principles of civil liberties . . . only a full, free and public di 
cussion and appraisal of the questions facing the nation and # 
world can insure peace and human survival.” The conferen 
adopted the commission’s recommendation calling for the repé 
of the Griffith-Landrum “anti-labor” bill which they sai 
“Makes second class citizens out of union members by denyit 
them constitutional rights guaranteed to all the nation.” Ib 
mediate abolition of the House Un-American Activities Comm: 
tee, abrogation of the Attorney-General’s list of “subversiv 
organizations, a five year statute of limitations for all forei 
born indicted under the McCarran Act were also approved : 
the conference. 

The commission on cultural relations with Mr. Howard Glaze 
Portland architect, Chairman, recommended the establishme 
of a permanent committee with Mrs. Edna Smith, Chairma 
to form a representative group of citizens to encourage and ass: 
exchange of cultural groups with other nations. ‘ 


The committee was authorized to contact the United Stat 
State Department to determine the possibility of Portland’s bei 
included in any West Coast itinerary of artists from other lané 
Invitation to trade and professional groups in various count 
to visit Portland was urged as well as efforts to secure 
exhibits exchange. Unanimous approval was expressed for 
sentation of such programs as the Moiseyey Dancers on the. 
Sullivan TV program. A request to KHTV, channel 27 of Pt 
land was authorized, asking them to investigate the possibili 
of a for an exchange of TV artists and films from 
nations. 


The commission on the United Nations and inteniausaal™ 
with Mr. Mel London, Portland trade union member, Che 


called for the recognition of the Peoples’ Republic of China 
all trade and travel barriers eliminated, and admission in 


United Nations. 


The commission on the economics of pe 
Mrs. Margaret Jean Sat e Tacoma, Washington 
Chairman, pledged support to those representatives of t 
who would vote, “To discontinue production of war ma 
end U. S. overseas eee! bases and all Ms nilita 
Transition from a war n 3 i 


where help in the struggle for peace. “We stand,” said the com- 
mission members, “For a disarmament program beginning now, 
and obtaining complete disarmament by 1965. Peace alone can 
bring the full benefit of the world’s labor and natural resources 
to all people. There is no reason to fear the transition to a peace 
economy. The same materials that go into the production of 
bombs and bayonets or ballistic mssiles can go into buildings, 
food and clothing, medical care, paper and typewriters—the many 
things that make life better for everyone.” ; 


“Lack of communication between peoples of the world,” the 
commission members said, “brings distrust, and is a major cause 
of war.” They therefore advanced an exchange of labor delega- 
tions with other lands, adoption by unions of positive action 
against racial discrimination, rank and file participation in form- 
ing labor policies, “removal of our many military bases from the 
doorsteps of Socialistic countries, endorsement by labor of pol- 
itieal candidates who have demonstrated concern in ending these 
tensions.” 

The Labor Commission report concluded that “Labor can 
help promote world peace by demanding our youth be guaran- 
teed a first rate education, adequate vocational training and 
counseling, and a government program of camp facilities for 
boys and girls. We must also see that upon completion of his 
education youth shall have the opportunity to engage in useful 
and remunerative work.” 

The noon luncheon on Sunday was addressed by Dr. Holland 
Roberts, California educactor, founder and director of the Cali- 
fornia Labor School on the subject, “Brotherhood in Rumania”. 
Dr. Roberts told of great progress made in all fields affecting 
human welfare as the people worked cooperatively together to 
meet elemental human needs of food, housing and health. He 
spoke particularly of the amazing progress made in the field of 
geriatrics with the use of procain to improve health and length 


nof life. 


INTRODUCTION TO PEACE WORKSHOP 
ILABOR COMMISSION REPORT 


Labor's interest in Peace is equally as great as that of any 
other group in the U. S. The advice often given to labor unions 
to leave politics to the politicians and world affairs to the heads 
sof governments, is false advice. Today the dangerous arms race 
(the third within fifty years) is taking a tremendous toll in labor. 
Tt is the most colossal economic waste in the history of mankind. 

Today the inability to secure peace costs the American people, 
and primarily workers, close to sixty billion dollars a year. This 
supports approximately three million military personnel, 150 
billion dollars value in property and covers over 27 million acres 
of land in continental U. S. There are approximately one million 
men and 950 American military bases scattered in 73 countries 
throughout the world. Sn 

In the words of President Eisenhower—“Every gun that is 
made, every warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies—in 
the final analysis—a theft from those who hunger and are not 
fed, those who are cold and not clothed.” 


OREGON MFSA HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING 


Members of the Oregon Chapter of the Methodist Federation 
for Social Action meeting in annual session at the home of Rev- 
1 Mark and Dr. Corinne Chamberlin, Gresham, Oregon 
alled for The Methodist Church to abolish the Central Jurisdic- 
tion which “Maintains segregation in the Church”. They called 
fe an end to the present preparations for nuclear, biological, 


ions refuse to “cooperate”, they called upon the government 
‘the United States “To take unilateral action to this end, be- 
mning with immediate cessasion of the bomb testing”. They 
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Republic of China as the real government | 
They’ asked for the withdrawal of all United States 


oeps from foreign soil, and for a united Germany demilitarized 
: Sars - oe a out in their a oiiedh that, 


rgiurwahas fear. z “essential. in_ relationships. between 


d chemical warfare on the part of all nations, and if other 


sked for further implementation of a creative program for gen- 
ine world peace and called for “Immediate recognition of the 
sople’s this great 
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nations as between individuals”. They said further that the 


present “Military methods relying as they do on the ultimate 
horror of the H bomb are self-nullifying through fear and sus- 
picion and tend to stimulate other nations to similar policies and 
methods”. They sent financial support to Willard Uphaus, a 


fellow MFSA member, and adopted a resolution supporting him 
(see October Bulletin). 


On action in the race relations field, members of the annual’ 
meeting authorized a night letter to Leroy Collins, Governor of 
Florida, requesting the commutation of the sentence of a Negro 
youth who would be executed on the charge of rape to whatever 
sentence was meted out to the four white youths convicted of 
rape in the same state. 

Night letters were sent to the Congressional delegation from 
Oregon, Senators Wayne Morse, Richard Neuberger, and Con- 
gresswoman Edith Green protesting the agreement which Presi- 
dent Eisenhower submitted to Congress under which the West 
German government will receive from us hitherto restricted in- 
formation as to operational use and maintenance of nuclear 
weapons systems, delivery systems and defense plans as well as 
non-nuclear parts of nuclear weapons systems. The resolution of 
the Annual meeting pointed out that in their opinion, such an 
agreement with West Germany would imperil all Berlin settle- 
ments and give Chancellor Konrad Adenauer power to obstruct 
agreements banning nuclear tests. This telegram protesting this 
rere with West Germany was sent also, to President Eisen- 
nower. 


LATEST ON WILLARD UPHAUS— 
SOPER TO ADDRESS MFSA MEETINGS— 
“STRUGGLE FOR PROFIT” AND TV FRAUD 


Mr. Warren Carberg, Editor of Zion’s Herald, and of the 
Boston Area supplement of Together has done a wonderful job 
for religious liberty with his report on the Willard Uphaus case 
in recent issues. This publicity has more than atoned for the 
omission of a “Letter to the Editor,” to which I made reference 
in the October issue of Social Questions Bulletin. Zion’s Herald 
has shown itself to be in step with its great liberal tradition. 

The current situation on the Willard Uphaus case is that 
he may be summoned to Concord, New Hampshire, with the 
original demand to reveal confidential lists of guests at “World 
Fellowship.” Those who know him do not believe he will recant. 
but will accept a jail sentence in an heroic Christian spirit. Many 
of us to make a personal appeal for clemency to the author- 
ities of New Hampshire. Friends who may wish to be informed 
of the best way to make their influence felt may write me and 
I will apprise them of time and place and persons as the situation 
develops. Those within a day’s drive of Concord, New Hampshire 
may wish to join the “Caravan for Clemency for a Conscientious 
Objector to being an Informer.” : es 

An informal meeting of interested Federationists. was held in 
New York recently and plans were made for a number of meet- 
ings at which’ the scheduled speaker would be Dr. Donald O. 
Soper of London, recent President of English Methodism. This 
will include an addres§ at the 58rd Annual Meeting of the Fed= 
eration in Denver, Colorado, on April 25, 1960. Dr. Soper is - 
scheduled to give the’ Lyman Beecher Lectures at Yale the 
week preceding. Dr. Soper is the famous West End Methodist 
preacher who carries the whole gospel, including the Social 
Gospel to Hyde Park, among other places. He shares the Federa- 
tion objectives for a Christian Social Order. SNe hae 

Every so often, speaking of objectives, someone suggests a 
change in the MFSA statement concerning the struggle. for 
profit.” Of course, a better statement might be made, but any 
failure to challenge the economic base of our society would be 
a serious concession to the status quo and the selfish interests 
which profit by it. In this connection a recent column by ‘Walter 
Lippman on the Television Quiz cheating is revealing. Lippnian 
says, “The size of the fraud is a bitter reflection on the moral — 
condition of our society. Thé principle of that policy is that for 
all practical purposes television shall be operated wholly for 
private profit. The alternative, which is practiced in one form or 
another in almost every other civilized country, is not for private. 
profit but for public service.” —LOYD F. WORLEY, 573 Farm- 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


The third part of the threefold challenge from the Soviet 
government and people that Premier Khrushchev left with us 
is to join in mutually beneficial competition to show whose way 
of life can contribute more to meeting the “material and spiritual 
needs” of mankind and to the development of all the capacities 
of all the human race. This part of the challenge did not get as 
many headlines as the other two. 


The purpose of this proposal is to put concrete content into 
the term peaceful coexistence. Without this it becomes just 
another pious phrase. Premier Khrushchev recognized this danger 
in his article on peaceful coexistence in Foreign Affairs. 

This proposal for friendly competition has its background in 
the industrial development of the Soviet Union. A guiding slogan 
for finishing the first Five Year Plan on time was “To overtake 
and surpass the leading industrial nations, particularly the United 
States.” To produce excellence and speed in production, friendly 
competitive contests were carried on between plants, departments, 
shops and workers. They still are. This procedure is generally 
called “socialist competition”. It is a combination of competition 
and cooperation because methods are shared and results are 
pooled, to the benefit of all concerned. 

The proposed international competition would be mutually 
beneficial to both sides. It would increase the trade that would 
help each side develop more economic strength as mutual econ- 
omic relations did in the early thirties. In this process the ten- 
sions surviving from the cold war would be lessened according 
to the principle that mutually beneficial trade increases under-— 
standing and goodwill. Premier Khrushchev mentioned this in 
presenting his proposal to the U. N. To succeed in its purpose 
of showing the full strength of each system to the world this 
mutually beneficial competition has to become cooperative. - This — 
it would do as Premier Khrushchev pointed out, by removing 
international restrictions on trade and cultural exchange, and re- 
fraining from conducting the ideological discussion in the cold 
war manner of name calling and accusations. This cooperative 
competition is what friendship between the United States and 
.the Soviet Union means today. 

_ The larger and longer significance of this challenge to com- 
petitive, mutually beneficial coexistence is that it offers the only 
way to change the social order without the armed conflict which 
; focley means nuclear war. The long and widely accepted belief 

_ that this cannot be done has now to yield to the categorical im- 
_ perative that it has to be done~because, as both sides admit, 
_ neither can win a nuclear war. 
The first response to this part of the Soviet challenge, accord- 
___ ing to Reston of the N. Y. Times, came before Premier Khrush- 
su chev arrived. It was formed to his expected proffer, 

_., “He will undoubtedly be told that he can have All the peaceful 
competition he wants providéd it is really peaceful and not interrupted 
_ by Communist military pressure as in the present situation in Laos . . . 
‘without the elimination of pressure no amount of talk about peaceful 
competition is likely to lessen the friction between the two worlds.” 


In implying Soviet responsibility the State Department ad-— 
| it had no evidence and none has been found since. Also 


e Soviet Government had just proposed an international com- 


end the rearmament of Germany and change the Soviet 
Je toward ending the crisis in Western Europe. 
r Premier Khrushchev arrived, Vice-President Nixon is 


oly 


competition can remain peaceful.” He s 
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who had never lifted a hand against us, disfigured thousands, 
“more, and poisoned the blood stream and genetic capacities of 


ion to settle the Laos dispute. Total disarmament would 2 
oe, end the question of military pressure, just as it — 
MW iy? J 


ctober 7, in Washington to have challenged the — 
‘to renounce subversion as well as open aggression 


Khrushchev’s repeated insistence on competition in meeting the 
“material and spiritual needs” of mankind? 

On Noy> 4 in Los Angeles, the Vice-President enlarged his 
distortions of Premier Krushchey’s challenge: 

«|. . the greatest mistake is to meet the Communists on their own 

ground of atheistic materialism, Man needs a higher purpose in life 

than the satisfaction of his material needs.” ; 
He added that we should welcome Premier Khrushchev’s chal- 
lenge to peaceful competition and declared “The United States 
and our people will never stand for being second best. 

This puts the issue of the technical and moral strength of our 
economic and social order on the level of the cheer leader at a 
college football game. 

On almost the samé. level, according to the N. Y. Times, our 
U. N. Delegation . leader Lodge accepted the Soviet challenge 
to peaceful competition in many fields but told the American, 
people they must work hard to make their own system succeed. » 

Briefing the National Association of Broadcasters on our 
foreign policy, on October 16, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Public ‘Affairs Andrew H. Berding, who shapes all the Depart- 
ment’s Public Relations declared that: 

“Peaceful Coexistence is a Soviet device to stay out of war, or to 

postpone conflict, while the international Communist movement con- 

tinues its manifest and manifold efforts to bring about the world-wide 

triumph of communism over capitalism.” : oe 
Does this mean that a majority in the State Department would 
rather have nuclear war than peaceful competitive coexistence? 

Berding went on to describe this kind of coexistence as both 
“a prolonged armistice” and a “truce”. This nonsense comes from 
the error of separating one part of the Soviet proposal from the 
other two. How -can total disarmament be either a truce or a 
prolonged armistice? 


The deepest significance of the Soviet challenge to friendly 
competition in meeting the material and spiritual needs of man- 
kind is that it would halt the present trend toward the destruction | 


q 


of civilization and the return to barbarism. One of the warning 
signs of our times is how far the erosion of civilization has gone 
in our minds and spirits by apathy to the consequences of the use 


ra 


of more and more deadly weapons against non-combatants. __ 


In Korea we burned to death with jellied gasoline innocent. 
men, peasants with their wives and children, their live stock 


and crops, and their homes. In Hiroshima and Nagasaki we: 7 


blasted with atomic fire thousands of men, women and children 


other thousands. The fact that we tolerate preparations to 
this on a hundred times larger scale means that the spirit of | 
barism is still within us. The beginning of the humane spi 
which is the moral dynamic of civilization in the ’relations— 

tween social groups was when warring tribes discovered that wa 
of extermination were too costly in the loss of needed liv 
we have to wait for more and greater Hiroshimas to pro 
fact to usP +3 DPR eee yee: = 


1H 


le 


Mas 


ren: 


